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and urged that Richard should marry without further delay his youngest sister
Alais to whom he had been betrothed for many years.

In fairness to Henry it must be admitted that he did his best to avoid a clash
with his suzerain. He said that Richard had refused to marry Alais; but he
was willing that she should be betrothed to John ; and promised that Aquitaine
should be settled on them and their heirs. Philip Augustus lost no time in
acquainting Richard of these proposals, and believing that his father meant to
dispossess him of Aquitaine he readily consented to join the French king in a
war against Henry. The news that the Saracens had taken Jerusalem and had
desecrated the Holy Place brought a terrible anguish to Christendom. Richard
with characteristic impetuosity took the Cross : his father and Philip Augustus
followed his example; and on both sides of the Channel preparations were
made for a crusade.

While Henry was in England supervising these preparations news came
that some of the Aquitainian barons were in revolt against Richard ; and this
complication was followed by a clash between Richard and Philip Augustus.
Loyally the old king went to his son's assistance. At Richard's suggestion
Henry met Philip Augustus at Bonmoulins on i8th November 1188, and found
that he had been most shamefully tricked. The French king and his son pre-
sented him with their ultimatum: Richard was to be married to Alais and acknow-
ledged as Henry's heir, and was to be put in possession of Anjou, Maine, Poitou,
and Touraine. The old king contemptuously rejected these terms* Richard
thereupon pledged himself to be Philip Augustus* man for all the Angevin
possessions in France; and the two friends rode away to make ready for an
attack on Henry* In June they invaded Maine and hurled themselves against
Le Mans. To cover his retreat Henry fired the town, and as he saw the flames
consume his birthplace, he said: " God, I will requite thee for this as best I
can ; thou hast taken from me what I prized the most, and I will take from thee
what thou prizest most in me, my soul/* Disappointment and sickness broke
Henry's spirit, and there was nothing for him to do but to come to terms with
Philip Augustus and Richard. On 4th July 1189 they met to be reconciled
between Tours and Azay, As he gave Richard the kiss of peace the old king was
heard to mutter a terrible curse : " may God not let me die till I am worthily
revenged on thee/'

Henry was a dying man when he yielded to the demands which the French
king and his son placed before him; and when he learnt that John, the son
whom he loved most dearly, was in league with his enemies, the old king's heart
was broken. Those about him saw that death was imminent, and urged him to
send for a priest to make his peace with God, In anguish he cursed God, " Why
should I reverence Christ ? Why should I do Him honour who has taken all
honour from me ? " But a priest came and comforted him; and on 6th July